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Abstract:

For the last three decades, the question of what is the appropriate term of equality has
provoked a great deal of controversy among political philosophers as well as economic
theorists. Major alternative terms in interpersonal comparison fall into three categories:
welfare, capabilities, and resource. In this talk, I point out some of the difficulties faced by
traditional welfarist conceptions of equality. The capabilities approach to this notion is also
critically examined. Then | try to refine and defend resourcist accounts, limiting the realm of

redistribution in which we legitimately pursue the ideal of equality.
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